THE  APPROACH TO   MODERN  TIMES

teaching declared that the elect owed their salvation not to their
conduct, but to divine grace, and were known to.God alone.
The Calvinists supposed, however, that the grace of God is
sufficient to deter a Christian from bad conduct; hence the man
who misconducts himself cannot be one of the elect and must be
cut off from the Church as an outcast. Thus virtue is not the
means by which a believer obtains salvation; it is merely the sign
that he is in a state in which he may hope to obtain it. It is not
the cause of salvation, but the effect of grace, that which renders
salvation sure. The believer is bound lo lead a virtuous life, not
as a direct means towards salvation, but in order to feel himself
to be in such a state as to be capable of salvation. It was by this
devious way that Calvinism came to produce an effective action
upon the conduct of its adherents.

Calvin's conception of morality was, however, of an ascetic
order. Convinced that human nature is corrupt and inclined to
evil, he condemned all acts inspired by the natural instincts, and
therefore prohibited all pleasures, such as dancing, masquerades,
and games of every kind, imposing upon believers a life devoid
of all distraction, devoted to work during the week and religious
exercises on Sundays. Everybody's private life was under strict
supervision, so as to force people to observe the prohibitions or
precepts of religion.

This rigid discipline led to a revolt of the bourgeois who
governed Geneva; they expelled Calvin, but he was recalled, and,
after twenty years of struggle, succeeded in putting to death or
banishing almost all the notables of the place, who were replaced
by French or Italian refugees devoted to himself. Geneva now
became the model city of Calvinism, in which Calvin founded an
academy for the instruction of young pastors, who went forth to
remote regions to preach his doctrine.

In the German and Scandinavian lands the churches that had
revolted against Rome had already carried out their reforming
movement in accordance with Luther's German conception. But
the doctrine of Calvin was accepted by the Protestant churches
of all other countries: by France, the Low Countries, Scotland,
Switzerland, Hungary, Poland, and even England, which re-
jected only the organization of Calvinism, and the United Pro-
vinces, which modified it. With the exception of the Germans and
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